
These napkins/traycloths illustrate 
through symbols the extraordinary 
story of Andrew Carnegie - the 
weaver`s son who made a fortune 
from the furnaces of the American 
steel industry and gave that 
fortune away for the benefit and 
improvement of mankind.

At the heart of the design is the 
Birthplace Cottage and Memorial. Above, 
shields bearing the St. Andrew’s Cross 
and the Stars and Stripes are united by 
a banded scroll carrying the years of his 
birth and death. Encircling all of these 
is a wreath of flowers of the flax, the raw 
material for the handloom weavers and 
the linen factories that made Dunfermline 
world renowned.

Around the border, symbols interpret the 
magnitude of Mr. Carnegie`s endeavours 
and affections. At the corners Industry 
and Peace are represented by girder and 
crane over the winged wheel of progress, 
and by a descending dove bearing an 
olive branch. The central panels depict: 
Heroism by means of a flaming heart 
within a laurel wreath; Discovery by a 
ship under sail, and; the Home by an 
enshrined hearth. The remaining panels 
denote: Science through a microscope, 

globe and stars; Arts by a wreathed mask, 
palette, brushes and mallet; Literature 
through a lighted lamp, books and inkpot, 
and; Music by a harp and scroll.

The design was commissioned shortly 
after the opening of the Andrew Carnegie 
Birthplace Memorial in 1928 from Sandy 
Robertson, one of the most respected, 
freelance, textile designers working 
at that time in Dunfermline, and was 
manufactured by James Mathewson and 
Sons. Incredible as it seems today the 
napkins were sold for 2/6d (a half crown) 
when they first went on sale in 1929.

When an original napkin and the 
point paper design were found within 
the museum`s collections an idea to 
reproduce the design was presented 
to the Carnegie Dunfermline Trustees. 
At the end of 1994 Mr. Ian Dale, Angus 
Handloom Weavers was commissioned 
by the Trustees to manufacture the 
napkins, and once again these unique 
mementoes celebrating Mr. Carnegie’s 
life and achievements are available.
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